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THE WHITTY NEWS 

Issue No. 9 - June 24 2022 

WHITFIELD DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ANOTHER TERM FLIES BY 
Another jam packed term flies by! We’ve faced many 
challenges over the last few months but our community has 
banded together to ensure students’ wellbeing and learning 
continue to thrive. 

Students, staff, parents, school councillors and members of 
the wider community have collaboratively strengthened our 
work as we aspire to create Exceptional Educational 
Experiences. 

REPORTS 
As you head off to enjoy time with friends and family, we 
encourage you to take a moment and reflect on the last six 
months. Our end semester reports have been sent home with 
children today.  

Sharing reports with your child... 
Student reports are designed to provide information about 
each child’s achievement and progress against the Victorian 
Curriculum F-10 achievement standards. We encourage you to 
sit down with each child and read reports together. This 
provides you with a wonderful opportunity to celebrate your 
child’s achievements and chat about their future learning 
goals. It also demonstrates that you value your child’s effort in 
learning. 

If you have any questions about your child’s progress, please 
jot down your ideas and share them with us next term. 

Dates to remember: 

Hot Lunches Every Wednesday 

First day of Term 3 Mon 11 July 

School Council Tue 19 July 

WDPS National Tree Planting Day (F-6) Friday 22 July 

15 Mile Creek Camp (Grades 3 & 4) Tue 2 - Fri 5 August 

Bike Ed August 

Ski Camp (Grades 4 - 6) Mon 29 - Wed 31 August 

Anglesea Beach Camp (F-6) Wed 14 - Fri 16 September 

 

Thank you WDPS team! 
I take my hat off to our team who have once again gone above 
and beyond, working hard to prepare students’ end of 
semester reports. I’ve loved reading them and learning more 
about our students. Reading reports reminded me how well 
our teachers know your child and care about their learning. 
I’m very proud of their work and thank them for the hours 
they have set aside to celebrate your child’s success. I also 
thank Shaun and Pam for their work behind the scenes.  

Thank you team! 

(As they say, “It’s better late than never!”) 

Happy birthday to all our January to June babies! 
We know you had fun celebrating and eating cake! 

January: Evie, Miss Feldtmann, Maya,  
  Nina, Tobias & Kody 

February: Ethan & Joah 

March: Sarah 

April: Charlie 

May: Liam & Johann 

June: Elwyn, Melodee, Maddison &  
  Krystal…  

And happy birthday to Ruby, Inanay, 
Sylvie and Ivy who will celebrate their 

birthday over the holidays! 
Have fun girls! 

KING VALLEY COUNTRY IMAGES 2023 CALENDAR 

Get snapping... 
WDPS School Council Parents and Friends are putting 
together the King Valley Country Images calendar for 

2023 again this year. 

If you would like to be part of the planning group, 
please let Tammy know. 

We would love students at WDPS to take photos over 
the the school holidays and throughout July so that 
photos can be included in the calendar if possible. 

Students have had some coaching on taking photos so 
you may now find your child asking for your phone or 

camera when they see the ‘perfect shot’ when you are 
out and about in the King Valley.  

More details will be included in future newsletters but 
in the mean time, please encourage your children to 

snap away. Landscape pictures are preferred over 
portrait pictures, however, we are happy to receive 

both. 

Thank you 

The 2023 KV Calendar Committee 
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THE STUFF OF LEGENDS 

We’re so proud of Inanay and Ruby! 

They showed wonderful leadership, friendship 
and sportsmanship, competing at the regional 
cross country. 

A few weeks ago they competed in the district 
cross country and ran their way into the 
regional competition in Benalla. 

It was neck and neck on both occasions. Inanay 
pipped Ruby at our local comp, coming 6th with  
Ruby close behind in 7th place. They later told 
me their were around 90 girls participating!  

Awesome effort!!! 

Last Friday, the girls proudly represented us at 
the regionals. Ruby came 22nd and Inanay was 
right behind her in 23rd place. What a 
wonderful achievement! Congrats! 

I know how chuffed you were with your efforts 
(and your new hoodies)! 

Kate commented, 

“Both girls had a nice run, 
running together and 
pacing and supporting 

each other on a 
picturesque course!” 

Tobias, Krystal, Melodee, Letetia & Mayson 

on the safe arrival of your 
beautiful little boy, 

Kade.  

What a very special time for you all. 
We hope all is well and look forward to 

meeting your little star and welcoming him 
to our community. 

 

OSHC Holiday Program 

Come and join in the holiday 
fun with Pam and Shelley! 

They have some wonderful 
activities planned  and it’s a 

great opportunity to get 
together with friends and 

have a few laughs! 

OSHC will be running on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday in both weeks. 

Contact Pam on 0448298467 
if you have any questions :) 
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You have all had a 
wonderful semester of 

learning and play. 

You have a very positive 
attitude to school life, 
you’re committed to 

your own learning and 
thrive on helping others 

succeed. 

You listen respectfully 
and work hard to 

achieve your personal 
best.  

We’re very proud of 
you. 

THUMBS UP! Congratulations Charlie, Maxwell and Grace! 

 

NETBALL 
Kaye is going to 
continue to run 
netball sessions in 

Term 3. Thank you, Kaye!  

Sessions will either be held at 
school or at the reserve every 
Friday afternoon. Kaye will keep 
you informed regarding session 
times. 

Feel free to contact Kaye on 
0409 753 858 if you have any 

questions. 

READING 

There’s nothing as good as getting lost in a delightful book. Reading can help a child 

escape from everyday stresses and transport them to another world. It grows their 

vocabulary, helps them sleep better and minimizes cognitive decline. 

Reading can also boost a child’s intelligence, improve their memory, and help them 

become a better writer. You've probably heard people say that reading is good for 

the brain, but did you know it can help improve life skills? 

Reading is so cool, we strongly encourage you to read with 

to help your child every day. This will help them develop a 

love of books and improve their reading skills. 

Don’t forget to talk to your child about their reading goals 

and ask them questions before, during and after reading to 

further develop their understanding. 

Home Reading... 

Congratulations to these students for their commitment to reading regularly at home! 

“Reading is to the mind, what exercise is to the body.”  

Reading gives your brain a work out! 

Way back in the late 17th Century, Joseph Addison (an English poet) stated, 

100 

Nights!

75 

Nights!

https://www.skillsyouneed.com/ps/stress.html
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The continuum below represents student voice, agency and leadership. As students move to more voice 
and choice, they become empowered.  

Compliance involves little to no student ownership and focuses on following external expectations.  

Engagement is teacher-initiated but the focus is on getting students focused and committed internally. 

Empowerment is student initiated.  

All three are necessary… ‘teacher focused - learner centred - learner driven’. 

Student Voice, Agency & Leadership 
Our team is currently working in a Community of Practice inquiry cycle with Moyhu, Oxley and Milawa primary 
schools to strengthen student voice and agency. 

This stems from our 2020-2024 School Strategic Plan goal to increase students’ agency in their learning.  

What is voice and agency? 
Student voice is about empowering our students and providing them with the opportunity to give 

feedback – to each other and their teachers. 

Student agency is interconnected with student voice but is more focused on giving students responsibility 
and ownership over their learning. 

Both student voice and agency provide students with an opportunity to influence and change their 
school, and develop valuable leadership skills. 

At WDPS, we are focusing on amplifying student voice, agency and leadership by creating a culture of inquiry and 
creativity, building on students’ interests, developing shared goals, facilitating ongoing feedback and allowing 
opportunities for our students to celebrate their learning. 

We aim to deeply motivate and inspire our 
students, and lay the foundations for 
lifelong curiosity and investment in their 
learning. 

We’re in excellent hands… our student 
Voice, Agency &  Leadership (VAL) team 
will be leading our work and celebrating 
our success. We hope you will support 
them as they work with you to explore the 
possibilities! 

Introducing out VAL team: 
Nina  Maddison 
Archie Josh 
Ivy  Joah   
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SPARK Art—Ben Jenkins 
Ben popped in yesterday 
to show our 4-6 
students some of their 
creations he has cast in 
resin. He also modelled 
a pour, fascinating!!! 
Thanks again, Ben! 

SPARK ART—Kim Cianco 
Our 4-6 students created 
their final works of art for 
the SPARK Art Project on 
Monday. Performing 
artist, Kim Cianco, visited 
our school and led the 
students in some dramatic, wind inspired movement exercises. It’ll be 
great to see the collaboration on display at the Wangaratta art gallery 
next term. 

 
Thank you, Kim. 



6  

Whitfield District Primary School 

Over the last six months, our 
students have engaged in a range of 
art making experiences in our art 
studio with Rachel, Mrs Porker, Ben 
Jenkins and Mrs Moore. These 
experiences have provided students 
with opportunities to learn new 
skills and express their creative side 
using a range of mediums. 

Students have taken part in art 
activities that have focused on 
drawing while identifying and 
naming the elements of art - line, 
shape, colour, texture, tone and 
space. They have had fun solving 
open-ended problems while exploring new 
techniques and materials and experimenting with 
different skills. 

Activities covered in art sessions included: 

Paint and draw – Students used watercolour to 
paint a shape of their choice. They cut it out and 
filled it with patterns. 

Introduction to Mr Dimples - Students took part 
in games to draw a monster, selecting their own 
ideas to create a creature concentrating on 
shape, line, pattern and colour. Using these 
elements, they gave their character life. Once 
students created their shape, they cut it out and 
used it as a stencil to create multiple copies.  

Drawing Big - Students drew something that makes them happy or 
their favourite bedtime friend on an A1 page. They outlined the 
shape in text and filled it with pastels. 

Drawing Small - Students used a shell, seed or pod and used a 
magnifying glass to draw it up close. They placed their picture in a 
frame with a suitable background from a magazine (for example a 
beach scene or tree etc). 

Watercolour Blob Animals - Students used watercolour paints to 
make a blob and turn it into an animal character by drawing with 
selected tools. 

Creating Simple Characters - Students created their own comic-like 
animals by embellising magazine animals. They dressed the animals 
with clothes. 

Start with an Eye - Students selected an eye and created a 
character of thei choice that reflects the eye’s story. 

All lessons have included warm-up activities to help students focus 
on drawing. These drawing activities prepared students for a lesson 
with a visiting street artist (who makes paste–ups for brick walls) 
next term. 
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MUSIC with Fen 
In Music this semester, our Grade F-2 students 

have explored and developed their understanding 
of beat and rhythm, particularly keeping in time 
with the beat and then performing different 
rhythms and actions. Students used untuned 
instruments to play an accompaniment to ‘She’ll be 
coming ‘round the Mountain’. They followed a 
graphical score and aimed to maintain the pulse on 
the 1,3 beat or the 2, 4 beat. Students also 
practised speeding up and slowing down with the 
tempo of the music. 

The students also brainstormed some catchy meal 
choices for dinner, such as ‘Spaghetti Bolognese’, they then chose some instruments to play the rhythm 
of their choice and  practiced playing it as a repeating pattern. Finally they performed their rhythms as 
part of a song, ‘How many people here for dinner? 

Students have also used the Musical Futures ‘Looking at Notation’ program as an introduction to musical 
notation and duration. They learnt the crotchet, minim, and quaver symbols, how many beats each 
represents, and they are beginning to identify, sing and play long and short sounds using these symbols. 
Students have also been singing a range of different songs and practising actions that accompany each 
song in time with the beat.  

Our Grade 4-6 students have been focusing on learning the keyboard and guitar. Just getting to grips 

with the fingering and how to change from one basic chord to another has taken time but all the students 
have shown great positivity and perseverance. They have learnt to play the chords C, G7 and E minor 
and  they have learnt how to play the notes C-  B, using the E and B strings and fingering on the 1st and 3rd 
frets. Students have learned to play parts of ‘Yellow Submarine,’  and ‘Eleanor Rigby. They have practised 
playing in time with others and silently counting the number of beats.  

Learning key board has also involved looking at the correct fingering for the keys, learning the notes in 
the C scale and the students are beginning to recognise them on the treble (and for some) bass clef. 

They have used the Musical 
Futures – ‘Play Along’ 
program to read and play a 
‘Mini Medley’, using a 
graphic score and which 
focuses on changing from 
one chord to another. 

Like last year, some students 
have had the chance to 
choose a song to share with 
others, discussing the 
tempo, dynamics and format 
of the song as well as 
justifying their choice.  
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In Science this semester, all students have focused on studying aspects of chemical science. 

F-3 students have been looking at materials, their observable properties and how materials can be 

changed.  They identified which materials had certain properties, I.e. metals are shiny, hard and rigid 
and how this affected their purpose- i.e. spoons can be made of metal as metals are hard, smooth 
and shiny. Their investigative work included looking at which materials were the most absorbent, 
investigating which jelly snakes were the most elastic and which kitchen materials were the most 
‘scrunchy’. They have also been observing  and comparing different mixtures and their purposes. So 
there has been lots of exploring what happens when different things are mixed together, for example, 
mixing different amounts of rice crispies, icing sugar, Milo and coconut before exploring how they can 
be separated! Great fun - and lots of mess!  

 

Grade 4-6 students have been focusing their study on developing their knowledge and 

understanding about solids, liquids and gases before exploring the science behind different chemical 
and physical reactions and why they are very different. 
Students consolidated their ideas about how solids, liquids 
and gases are structured before looking more closely at the 
processes of melting and evaporation. There were lots of 
hands on investigations which allow the students to make 
predictions, plan experiments which are ‘fair tests’, record 
their results accurately and clearly analyse their observations 
to draw conclusions, including looking at how valid their 
results are.  Students have planned and conducted 
experiments to investigate: how viscosity affects the flow of 
liquids, how gases change when they are heated, finding the 
saturation point of sugar and salt, investigating the reaction 
between weak acids 
and alkalis and how 
the amount of air 
affects the burning 
of a candle. Exciting 
stuff! 

with Fen... 
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Semester 1 Course Outline 2022 

 

 

F-2 

During semester 1 students participated in a range of speaking, listening and writing activities. 

They made comparisons and learnt new language by recognising words or parts of in known 

language through the study of common shapes. Students began to identify themselves in relation 

to others while sharing personal information linked to the topic, “All about me.” They learnt to 

recognise which language was being spoken or written when playing matching and sorting games 

while studying parts of the body and clothing. Students reflected on different cultural practices 

associated with birthdays and Easter. They were assessed through teacher observation, 

worksheets and workbooks.  

3-4 

During semester 1 students participated in a range of speaking, listening and writing activities. 

They used key grammatical structures such as, subject-verb-object and possessive adjectives 

when completing a comic, “All about me.” Students gave factual information about themselves 

identifying different parts of the body, shapes around them and clothing they like to wear. They 

considered their own practices when they shared understandings of birthday celebrations and 

Easter traditions in Italy. Students were encouraged to experiment with intonation and 

pronunciation noting the differences between statements and questions. They were assessed 

through teacher observation, worksheets, workbooks and quizzes.  

5-6  

During Semester 1 students participated in a range of 

speaking, listening and writing activities. They used 

grammatical knowledge such adjective-noun 

agreement and the irregular singular when identifying 

parts of the body. Students were encouraged to adopt 

consistent pronunciation and intonation when sharing 

personal information, noticing shapes in their everyday 

surroundings and indicating clothing they like to wear. 

Students conveyed information about themselves 

appropriately in the form of a comic in which 

information was appropriately organised and 

demonstrated an understanding of audience. They 

were encouraged to recognise and become 

comfortable with linguistic and cultural differences 

when considering birthday and Easter celebrations. 

Students were assessed through teacher observations, 

worksheets, tests, quizzes and workbooks.  

With Signora Acca 
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