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THE WHITTY NEWS 

Issue No. 8 - June 17 2022 

WHITFIELD DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ONLY ONE WEEK TO GO… How does that happen? 
It’s been another wonderful term, filled with a plethora of 
Exceptional Educational Experiences. There’s something 
new and interesting to learn every day. Our last week will 
be no exception. Not only will we be continuing our 
classroom learning, we’ll also be extending our learning 
beyond the classroom with highlights including Bluearth, 
Dream Seeds, our final SPARK Art project, an Italian Fashion 
Show and we’ll be finishing off with our annual Jump Rope 
for Heart Jump Off. All of this will lead us in to a well 
deserved break!  

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
Jump Rope for Heart encourages kids to have a positive 
attitude towards exercise, healthy eating and heart health 
while raising vital funds to fight heart disease.  

Dates to remember: 

Hot Lunches Every Wednesday 

SPARK Art (Grades 4-6) Kim Cianco Mon 20 June 

School Council Tue 21 June 

Dream Seeds (Grades 4-6) Wed 22 June 

Last day of term 2 (2.30pm finish) 
 - Jump Rope for Heart 
 - Italian Fashion Show  
 - Reports home 

Fri 24 June 

First day of term 3 Mon 11 July 

15 Mile Creek Camp (Grades 3 & 4) Tue 2 - Fri 5 August 

Ski Camp (Grades 4 - 6) Mon 29 - Wed 31 August 

Anglesea Beach Camp (F-6) Wed 14 - Fri 16 September 

ITALIANO FASHION SHOW 
Grades 4-6 Casual Clothes Day 

For the last half of the term 2, students have been 
studying the topic of clothing in Italian. 

They have been learning the words for the most 
popular items of clothing and how to say what 
they are wearing. All in Italian, of course! 

Students have also been encouraged to include the 
different colours in their descriptions.  Which 
sounds simple enough but includes some more 
complex Italian grammar. 

To showcase what they have learnt, students will 
be holding a fashion parade on the last day of 
term. Students in grades 4,5 & 6 are asked to wear 
their favourite clothing to school  for the day and 
then present it as part of the fashion parade. 

Please remind your child to organise their clothing 
and to wear it on 
Friday 24th. 

We’ll take lots of 
photos which will be 
in the newsletter next 
term.  

Grazie, 

Signora Acca 

Miss Feldtmann has again led the charge, 
teaching our students sensational skipping 
skills and tremendous tricks. It’s been 
wonderful to see groups of kids practising 
together at play times and squealing with 
delight when they master a new skill. 

We invite you to join us at our Jump Off next Friday afternoon 
where our students will showcase their skills. The show will 
begin at 1.30pm, followed by a few jobs and our early finish at 

2.30pm. We hope to see you there! 

WDPS Jump Off 
1.30pm Friday 24 June 

Basketball court/undercover area 

SPARK ART PROJECT 
What a special moment we experienced last Friday! After 
learning about nature and the environment with ecologist, Ian 
Davidson, our 4-6 students gathered in the art studio to 
‘zoom in’ to nature. 

Our very own, and very talented, Ben Jenkins encouraged us 
to create mandarin-sized sculptures with the small treasures 
we foraged for in the school grounds. 

It was a magical session… Our students 
were completely engaged, inquisitive and 
creative. They thoroughly enjoyed learning 
from Ben and working while the Irish folk 
music played softly in the background. 
Everyone was so engaged that when lunch 
time came, no one moved… and at the end 
of the day, still no one moved! 

Elsey summed it up beautifully saying, “We should do this 
every day!” 

Thank you, Ben! We can’t wait to see ‘our’ sculpture! 
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SPARK Art with Ben Jenkins 
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SPARK Art with Ben Jenkins 
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The continuum below represents student voice, agency and leadership. As students move to more voice 
and choice, they become empowered.  

Compliance involves little to no student ownership and focuses on following external expectations.  

Engagement is teacher-initiated but the focus is on getting students focused and committed internally. 

Empowerment is student initiated.  

All three are necessary… ‘teacher focused - learner centred - learner driven’. 

Student Voice, Agency & Leadership 
LETTERS FROM F-3 
Talking about voice and agency… our students have 
been learning to write persuasively this term, and our 
junior class have taken the opportunity to write me 
some very impressive friendly letters outlining how 
we can improve our school. I’ve included some of 
their work on the next page. 

Of course, I couldn’t resist the opportunity to send 
through a reply. I had to say no to the large number of 
students who were requesting an aquatic centre, but 
I’ve approved a few ideas and asked the kids to 
explore their options further, survey parents and 
present their case to School Council. I can’t wait to 
see what they come up with! 

You are the best principal in the world! 

And because you are the best principal in the 
world, can you please make my wish come 
true? 

My wish is to have an aquatic centre, with a 
trampoline next to the water so you can 
jump into the water and a flying fox that tips 
you into the water. Mmmmm, and what 
about a diving board and a spa maybe? 
Remember, it is to have fun! 

It will be so great, you are the best principal. 

Our team is currently working in a Community of Practice 
inquiry cycle with Moyhu, Oxley and Milawa primary 
schools to strengthen student voice and agency. 

This stems from our 2020-2024 School Strategic Plan goal 
to increase students’ agency in their learning.  

But what is voice and agency? 
Student voice is about empowering our students and 

providing them with the opportunity to give 
feedback – to each other and their teachers. 

Student agency is interconnected with student voice 
but is more focused on giving students responsibility 

and ownership over their learning. 

Both student voice and agency provide students with 
an opportunity to influence and change their school, 

and develop valuable leadership skills. 

At WDPS, we are focusing on amplifying student voice, 
agency and leadership by creating a culture of inquiry 
and creativity, building on students’ interests, 
developing shared goals, facilitating ongoing feedback 
and allowing opportunities for our students to 
celebrate their learning. 

We aim to deeply motivate and inspire our students, 
and lay the foundations for lifelong curiosity and 
investment in their learning. 

Over the next week, we will be establishing our V&A 
student team to lead and promote our work - exciting 
times ahead!  
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To my favourite little 
people in all the land, 
 

Here’s an excerpt from my response to the F-3 team...  

So, most of you want (or ‘neeeeeeeed’) a pool/aquatic 
centre, huh? 

Well, you’ve listed some great reasons, I’ll give you all 
that. It definitely would help you become stronger 
swimmers, and there’s no doubt you’d end up super fit 
and healthy; so I’ve thought about… and thought about it 
some more… and then thought about it a bit more after 
that... And all that thinking helped me realise… we already 
have plenty of swimming holes around!  

Put your floaties on guys… there’s puddles all over the 
land! Especially on days like this! Knock yourselves out! 

But seriously, if you’d like some action on the aquatic 
centre front, my only advice is - start saving your 5c coins! 

Taiya and Maya 
Sylvie and Grace 
All asked for some water 
To fill up our space 

Melodee and Esther 
Archie and Elwyn too 
Wanted a pool  
A fun thing to do… 

Liam and Evie 
Maddison and Bon 
Think that a pool 
Will help us grow strong 

Chlo wants hot water - 
That’d be nice 
And afterwards, Maxwell says 
‘Play games on a device!’ 

You all want a pool, 
Kids in Foundation to Three 
BUT Tam says ‘NO’ 
She doesn’t agree! 

And so… it’s a lovely, light-hearted, well-meaning ‘NO’ 
from me on that one… 

Don’t be disheartened, 
Don’t think I’m odd 
There were other requests 
That just might get my ‘nod’ (of approval, that is)! 

I’ll show you I’m kind 
‘Yes’ to some of your ideas 
But you’ll need some teamwork 
To make things appear!! 
 

Now it’s over to the kids to action 
their plans! Stay tuned... 

I think you are a really, really, really good principal.  

I really wish we had a pool. That would be sooo 
good. 

Bye for now, 

Can we have a treehouse in the tree next to the 
playground, please? We could use it for relaxing 
and time out. It would be great for cubbies. 

Can we have a bike track please because it will 
help us do Bike Ed. I want it to have jumps as 
well, with sharp corners. This will be me if you 
don’t do it. 

 

 

We will learn to be safe on the roads. 

Can we have a waterslide because we can get 
better at swimming and so when we go to 
swimming we don’t make any mistakes. Our 
arms will get strong when we have a pool too. 
We went to Wangarata Moore’s pool and so we 
can do it at school. When it is winter, we can 
have a heater in the pool so the pool is not cold 
we we don’t freeze. In the summer and spring, 
we can make it a bit colder so the water is not 
too hot. We could have lights in the pool too. 

So can we please have a pool? 
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F-3 Published Work - Information Reports 

Koalas 

I chose the koala. 

A koala is a mammal and it makes a 

funny noise and lives in a tree.  

A baby koala is 2cm long and lives on 

its mothers back.  

Koalas eat gum leaves and only eats at 

night time.  

You’re most likely to find a koala 

sleeping or just sitting about twenty 

hours a day.  

Even when awake they mostly just 

cling on trees.  

There are less than 80,000 koalas 

living in Australia. This is because of 

bush fires. 

A baby koala starts in its mothers 

pouch for about 6 to 7 months.  

The babies only drink milk. 

Koalas can live for 10-15 years. 

By Maddison.  
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F-3 Published Work 

Information Reports 

Cockatoos by Bonnie 

I chose a cockatoo. I like cockatoos, I like the 

sound of them. Cockatoos are very noisy.  

Cockatoos are birds, the thing that makes them 

not look like insects are that cockatoos and all 

birds have feathers.  

Cockatoos eat worms and insects.  

Cockatoos lay eggs, when they are very little they 

have no feathers.  

Cockatoos can live for 50 to 80 years.  

Parts of a Cockatoo.  

head    crest    eye     beak      feathers       chest 

wing       feet      tail feathers   

Wombats by Charlie 

A wombat is a mammal. They feed their baby milk.  

They keep their babies in a backwards pouch.  

It lives in a burrow.  

It can squash predators in it’s burrow.  

Wombats eat grass and roots of plants and trees with 

their sharp teeth.  

Sea Eagles by Elwyn  

I chose a sea eagle.  

A sea eagle is a bird. 

It eats fish. 

Sea eagles follow  

dolphins so they  

lead them to the fish. 

This is a Sea Eagle with her chicks. 

These are the parts of a Sea 

Eagle. 
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F-3 Published Work 

Information Reports 

Kangaroos 

A kangaroo is a mammal, it feeds its baby 

milk.  

A baby kangaroo is called a joey.   

The joey is born blind and must crawl into 

the mother’s pouch. 

The joey is only in the mother’s pouch for 

nine months. 

Kangaroos eat grass and plants and some-

times animals might attack them. 

Kangaroos are fast with powerful back legs. 

They can go up to 60 kms per hour. 

Kangaroos can jump over fences nearly 3m 

high.  

By Taiya 

Bottlenose Dolphins 

I chose a bottlenose dolphin which 

is a mammal. It has a long nose 

and it lives in the sea.  

They like to eat fish.  

Bottlenose dolphins love jumping 

out of the water. Dolphins often 

play together and they swim in a 

group and make clicking sounds.  

Bottlenose dolphins have a very 

good memory.  

Dolphins live in warm water and 

they are 2-4 metres long.  

By Esther 
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NETBALL 
Rain, hail or shine, 
Kaye keeps our 
netballers netballing! 

Remember, you’re all welcome 
to join her every Friday 
afternoon this Term. Kaye will 
touch base with you to confirm 
the venue (school or the 
reserve) and start/end times. 

The sessions include ball games 
and netball skills. Feel free to 
come along or contact Kaye on 
0409 753 858 if you have any 
questions. 

Home Reading... 

Congratulations to these students for their commitment to reading regularly at home! 

“Reading is a discount ticket to everywhere.”  

Reading has the power to transport you to another world! 
I wonder if Mary Schmick predicted how powerful her words 
were (particularly through the pandemic) when she said,  

Archie Esther Liam 

100 
Nights!

READING 
There’s nothing as good as getting lost in a delightful book. Reading can help a child 
escape from everyday stresses and transport them to another world. It grows their 
vocabulary, helps them sleep better and minimizes cognitive decline. 

Reading can also boost a child’s intelligence, improve their memory, and help them 
become a better writer. You've probably heard people say that reading is good for 
the brain, but did you know it can help improve life skills? 

Reading is so cool, we encourage you to read with your child/children every day. 

* Enhances our social skills * Slows down cognitive decline 

* Helps us learn new information  * Impacts our imagination and creativity.  

* Helps us sleep better  * Expands our vocabulary 

* Strengthens our brains * Improves our analytical thinking skills 

DREAM SEEDS 
Our Grade 5 and 6 students will be meeting with their cluster friends to participate in a Dream Seeds 
workshop at Myrrhee Primary School next Wednesday 22 June. 

Students will travel on the Myrrhee minibus, 
leaving school at 11.45am and returning at 3.15pm. 

They will need to bring their lunch, snacks and a water bottle. 

Dream Seeds® is a 90-minute workshop designed for grade 6 students (and grade 5 in smaller 
schools) across rural Victorian primary schools, developed and delivered by Youthrive Victoria alumni, 
a collection of passionate young people from rural communities. 

Our workshops aim to enable young rural Victorians to overcome barriers to education, 
aspiration, and participation. We provide students with the opportunity to discuss and share their 
aspirations with their peers; and connect this to the importance of community and values. 

This is encompassed in our core values of aspiration, resilience 
and connection.  

Participating students gain insight through exchanging with our 
presenters, who share the experience of growing up in rural 
Victoria. 

50 
Nights!

Josh Maxwell 

Evie Ellie 

75 
Nights!

Charlie Ruby K 

https://www.skillsyouneed.com/ps/stress.html

