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LET IT SNOW, LET IT SNOW, LET IT SNOW... 
How the weather has finally turned! Early last week we 
were soaking up the warmth of the sun and by the end of 
the week we were shivering in our boots. However, winter 
really kicked off on Wednesday. We were surprised to hear 
a few of our crew had enjoyed a sprinkling of snow early in 
the morning. These beautiful pictures are from Jill’s yard - a 
winter wonderland. I love the snow!  

MAMMA MIA 
Mamma Mia… Miss Feldtmann really lit up the stage in her 
performance in Mamma Mia. She was perfectly cast in her 
lead role as Donna Sheridan!  

Miss Feldtmann has such a beautiful voice! Fen had a tear 
in her eye when she sang ‘Slipping Through My Fingers’ and 
I was taking deep breaths when she sang ‘Our Last 
Summer’! Throughout the performance I had Fen on one 
side and Amaya on the other, both singing along, 
completely enthralled.  

A highlight though, was seeing Esther, Grace and Sylvie 
enjoy the show. They proudly waved to Miss Feldtmann 
during the encore and were beaming with pride when she 
waved back. 

And so, Miss Feldtmann, we say a huge congratulations and 
‘Thank you for the music… the songs we’re singing (still), 
and all the joy you’ve been bringing’! 

PERSONAL BEST 
What a joy it was to hear about everyone’s stories of 
success at our PB Sports Day last Wednesday. We were so 
very proud of all our students for their courage, 
commitment and sportsmanship. We’ve included some 
great action snaps on the next few pages. 

We were also super impressed with the efforts of the 
Jenkins family. Nina and Elwyn wrote us a letter outlining 
their achievements (see page 4). 

Dates to remember: 

Hot Lunches Every Wednesday 

SPARK Art (Grades 4-6)  Ecologist Tue 7 June 

SPARK Art (Grades 4-6) Ben Jenkins Fri 10 June 

Queen’s Birthday Mon 13 June 

School Council Tue 21 June 

Dream Seeds (Grades 4-6) Wed 22 June 

Last day of term 2 
 - Jump Rope for Heart 
 - Reports home 

Fri 24 June 

First day of term 3 Mon 11 July 
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PERSONAL BEST SPORTS DAY 
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Dear all at WDPS, 

On Wednesday, Elwyn and I had our own Covid Sports Day. But 
there were two problems. One, we had no equipment and two, 
we had Covid so we had no energy. 

You may be wondering what we used, well I will tell you... For 
discus we drew two circles on a piece of wood and dad cut them 
out. For shot put we used a two litre milk bottle of water but 
whenever you threw it, it would explode so in the end we just 
used a rock. 

For high jump we got a pole and tied a rope to it and the other 
side of the rope to the Trampoline. Zippy (my dog) kept standing 
in the way! 

If you have never had Covid, well, I can tell you it isn't as bad as I 
thought. It’s like going through a never ending tunnel but in the 
end you come out the other side . 

Miss you all, can't wait to be back! 

Posers... ☺ 

What a sterling performance… We loved your 

innovation, persistence and attention to detail!  

It was great to welcome you both back yesterday. 

Your smiles lit up the room! 
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THUMBS UP! Congratulations Ivy, Maya and Bonnie. 

You’re 
angels!  

 
You proudly model our 

school values every 
day. 

 
Over the last few 
weeks we have 

continued to focus on 
being respectful. 

You all show respect 
by ‘doing the right 
thing, at the right 

time’! 
 

You are very kind and 
encouraging, and you 

listen carefully to 
those around you. 

 
NETBALL 
Rain, hail or shine, 
Kaye keeps our 
netballers playing! 

Remember, you’re all welcome 
to join Kaye O’Kane at the 
Whitfield Recreation Reserve 
every Friday afternoon this 
Term. Sessions run from 
4.30pm to 5.30pm. 

The sessions include ball games 
and netball skills. Feel free to 
come along or contact Kaye on 
0409 753 858 if you have any 
questions. 

Home Reading... 

Congratulations to these students for their commitment to reading regularly at home! 

“You can find magic wherever you look. Sit back and relax, all 
you need is a book.” 

Reading is magical! 
Dr Seuss had it sorted when he said,  

75 
Nights!

Bonnie Sylvie Liam 
100 

Nights!

READING 
There’s nothing as good as getting lost in a delightful book. Reading can help a child 
escape from everyday stresses and transport them to another world. It grows their 
vocabulary, helps them sleep better and minimizes cognitive decline. 

Reading can also boost a child’s intelligence, improve their memory, and help them 
become a better writer. You've probably heard people say that reading is good for 
the brain, but did you know it can help improve life skills? 

Reading is so cool, we encourage you to read with your child/children every day. 

* Enhances our social skills * Slows down cognitive decline 

* Helps us learn new information  * Impacts our imagination and creativity.  

* Helps us sleep better  * Expands our vocabulary 

* Strengthens our brains * Improves our analytical thinking skills 

https://www.skillsyouneed.com/ps/stress.html
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How to Get Them Hooked! Motivating Reluctant Readers... 
One of the frequent issues we hear from parents is about children who can read 

well but have ‘switched off’ from reading. Parents often ask how they can 
encourage their children to get back into reading. 

Liz Bray, Better Reading’s Children’s Expert, has some tips for parents in this situation: 
• Don’t panic: reading’s really important, but it’s not unusual for kids’ enthusiasm for 

books to wane at different times (boys especially, but girls too). 
• Be patient: often the ‘switch’ that turns a child back onto reading is one book which they 

happen across at just the perfect time. Keep seeking out that book, but gently. 
• Remember, any reading at all can lead a child back to longform narrative reading. 

There’s no ‘one size fits all’ solution, but here are a few strategies you could try: 

Give them choices: 
• Give your kids access to as many different styles of books as you can, dealing with as 

many different themes as possible – fiction, non-fiction, funny, serious, adventurous. 
Kids’ interests and tastes can change by the day. 

• Buying quantities of books, which your child might or might not end up being interested 
in, can be a financial stretch, so where possible join a school or local library and start 
borrowing, or get creative with swapping and passing down books among relatives and 
friends. 

• We know several Mums who’ve successfully used the technique of letting kids ‘happen 
across’ books for themselves: they leave a variety of books lying around the house 
without making any comment about them, and their kids more often than not pick one 
up and start reading in their own time. 

• Visit libraries and book shops often. When there, give them the freedom to choose for 
themselves. 

Lower the stakes: 
• Encourage your child to start a book, but make it okay to stop if it hasn’t ‘hooked them’ 

after 20 pages. Then start another one… 
• Avoid pushing your child to ‘read up’ or stretch their reading skills all the time. Picking 

up an old favourite and re-reading it, even if it’s a 
‘book for younger kids’, can be comforting and 
reassuring –and fun! (Have you ever rewatched a 
favourite movie?) Kids often bring a different 
perspective to a favourite story, and discover 
something new in it, when they re-read it weeks or 
months or years later. 

• Try reading books aloud with your child for a bit. 
You can do this even if your child is more than 
capable of reading on their own – they might 
simply be tired or distracted or overwhelmed by 
other things going on and need you to ‘start them 
off’. Then encourage them to swap roles: you read 
two pages, and then they read the next two pages 
to you.to do the same with the books they read. 
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Welcome any reading, of anything: 
• We don’t mean you should encourage your kids to read books with concepts or language 

that are inappropriate for their age. But if they’re in the mood to read ‘silly’ comedy, 
comics, a book of sports facts, or whatever, encourage them. These books might not be 
‘great literature’, but your child is still engaging with story, building their vocabulary, 
travelling somewhere in their imagination, and seeing the world from different 
perspectives. And if they’re having fun doing it, you can harness their enthusiasm and 
move to ‘serious’ books later. 

• Go even broader and encourage reading of the sport, car or computer sections of the 
newspaper if they’re interested in those topics; food packages; information on a website 
– any reading helps build their literacy and again, you can bring them back to the 
narrative, imaginative stories later. 

Harness the people around you: 

• If you’re lucky enough to have a good children’s bookseller or librarian nearby, draw on 
that resource. Ideally you want someone to talk to you – or directly to your child – not 
just about how old your child is and how strong a reader, but about specific books 
they’ve enjoyed. Try to get recommendations for a few books at a time – that gives your 
child the freedom to say ‘no’ to some of them, and come out with one that really 
appeals. 

• Look for another ‘influencer’. Aggravating though it may be, we all know kids sometimes 
‘hear’ things better when it isn’t Mum saying them. Is there another family member who 
could introduce your child to a book? Ask other parents whether they have a child of the 
same age who has just read something really good – that child’s endorsement could do 
the trick (and you could find out about a new book you hadn’t heard of). 

Be seen reading: 

• Reinforce your child’s understanding that reading is important and enjoyable by making 
time to read yourself. 

• For boys, consider encouraging Dad or other male role models to be ‘seen reading’ (my 
nephews were SO chuffed recently when I dropped off a bag of children’s books for a 
donation to their school and their Dad and Uncle pounced on it and each pulled out a 
book and started reading. Those books are now officially ‘cool’). 

• And make reading a conversation: you can tell your child in very general terms about 
why you enjoyed the book you just read and what it was about, and encourage them to 
do the same with the books they read. 
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THE PROBLEM WITH MATHS—I THINK I CAN 
Our students have been exploring measurement problems 
in maths. On Grade 4-6 we  have been learning how to 
tackle a problem and the strategies mathematicians use to 
help them find possible answers. In our ’I think I can..’ 
challenge, students were calculating and comparing the 
circumference and height of objects. The ultimate goal 
was to find a cylinder with a circumference measurement 
equal to its height. 

Students were surprised that their perception was often 
inaccurate. However, they showed great mathematical 
maturity, persisting until they found (or rather made, an 
object fit the brief! 

Whitfield District Primary School 
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CARDBOARD CUBBIES 
After the election we 
were able to keep the 
cupboard booths and 
signs. So we held a mock 
election and then put the 
boxes to even better use. 
It was wonderful to see 
everyone working 
together, having fun 

LOOKING GOOD 
Our team has been hard at working, 
continuing to spruce up the place. Our 
students have created beautiful 
watercolour Buddy portraits to hang in 
our new gallery! 

We’re also very thankful for our new 
furniture (generously donated to our 
school by BHP) and Dave Gilson for 
collecting it for us—thanks a million, 
Dave! 

When the rains came, we stomped on our city, laid 
the cardboard flat around the base of the gum trees 
and loaded it up with mulch! Gotta love repurposing! 
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SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE… FOR FREE!!! 
Thank you to all the families who have donated 
uniforms for us to share. We have an abundance in 
stock, so please let us know if you would like any 
extras to get you through the winter (or a growth 
spurt)! 

EVENTS 
Our team has decided to move our production to 
term 3. We have tentatively booked Thursday 8 
September for the big show. 

Term 3 will also be a busy time as our camping 
program kicks off.  

Grade 3/4 students will head over to 15 Mile Creek 
for an adventure camp from 8-11 August. 

Our senior students are going to the snow (dates 
TBC). 

AND… to finish the term off with a bang, everyone is 
invited to come with us to the beach for our Positive 
Start to School beach camp from 14-16 September.  

There’ll be loads of fun and ongoing EXCEPTIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES! 

GOOD TIMES ROLL… 
I bumped into an old colleague last night. We quickly 
updated each other on the last 10 years of life/work. 
She asked me, “So, do you like it?” Then she laughed 
as I listed all the reasons why I love being at 
Whitfield. 

One of the highlights for me, is the way our kids 
interact. They are like one big, happy family (who 
yes, sometimes challenge each other). There’s 
nothing more inspiring than seeing them playing 
together outside, creating games, including others 
and generally having a wonderful time hanging out 
together! 


