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THE WHITTY NEWS 

Issue No. 6 - May 13 2022 

WHITFIELD DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Dates to remember: 

Hot Lunches Every Wednesday 

School Council Tue 17 May 

Cooking (Grade 3 - 6 students) Tue 24 May 

Personal Best Athletics Wed 25 May 

Musica Viva Mon 6 June 

SPARK Art (Grades 4-6) 6-10 June (TBC) 

Queen’s Birthday Mon 13 June 

Last day of term 2 Fri 24 June 

First day of term 3 Mon 11 July 

EVERY DAY COUNTS 
Students learn new things at school every day! Coming to 
school helps students develop positive life skills, 
strengthens their social and peer connections and enables 
them to achieve their full potential!  

We strongly encourage regular attendance. However, if 
your child is going to be away, please let us know as soon 
as possible. We are legally required to report  student 
attendance.  

Remember, we’re here to support you! We’ve also included 
a flyer with this newsletter, outlining information for 
students about the importance of coming to school. 

TEAMWORK 
Working together, we have continued to provide rich and 
engaging educational experiences for our students. 
Highlights have  included designing and building our new 
herb garden, exploring our strengths and striving to 
achieve our personal best (in the classroom and in the 
yard) and enjoying delicious hot lunches. Through real life 
activities, our students have worked alongside parents, 
grandparents, staff and friends to explore new 
opportunities, develop their knowledge and refine their 
skills. 

GARDENING 
It’s wonderful to have Jill back to guide the ship! Over the 
last two weeks, she has  taught us how to prepare the vegie 
patch for winter and helped some of our 4-6 students 
design, measure and build our new herb garden.  What a 
great team effort! 

PERSONAL BEST & INSPIRATIONAL STORIES 
During the first two weeks of term, we have been learning 
about our strengths and the strengths of others. We have 
also been reading biographies and autobiographies that 
highlight the inspiring efforts of others. Students have been 

working on setting learning goals and focusing on how 
they can improve their knowledge and as they strive be 
their personal best. 

Our PB Sports have been a wonderful opportunity to 
explore this further. Students have recorded their first 
attempts at our a range of athletic events and now they’re 
working hard to build their strength and stamina. They’ll 
measure their progress at our cluster Practice Day next 
Friday and compare their results with their final attempts 
at the PB Athletics Day on Wednesday 25 May. 

Some of our students have been so keen been practising 
in their own time! 

And… while we’ve been working hard at school, Charlie 
has been setting himself challenges every day as he 
travels north with his family. He achieved his goal this 
week, safely making it to the northern-most tip of 
Australia! We can’t wait till he returns to hear more about 
his adventure. 
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Whitfield District Primary School 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Our next School Council meeting will be held at 7pm on 
Tuesday 14 June.  

We invite you to attend our meetings to support our work. 
You might even like to join us for a special project. 

WORKING BEE 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Working Bee 
last week. It was a great opportunity for everyone to catch 
up and get a few jobs done. 

And as you know… there’s always more work to be done! If 
you have any spare time, we’d love to have a few helping 
hands with odd jobs and gardening ( eg weeding, pruning, 
spreading mulch and spraying weeds). 

Also, we’re working hard to give the inside of our buildings 
a spring clean and as they say, many hands make light 
work. Feel free to pop in and help us wash a wall or sort 
resources. 

Over the last few days, we tackled the garden shed. There 
were a few tense moments as we braced ourselves for an 
attack by giant rats but we managed to hold it together. 
Yes, we survived! The space is 

Posers... ☺ 

Thank you, 
Mrs Porker 
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Whitfield District Primary School 

THUMBS UP! Congratulations Taiya, Elsey & Melodee. 

You have all knocked it out of the park, focusing on showing respect by being great 
listeners, giving others your undivided attention and engaging in rich discussions about 

your learning. 

 
NETBALL 
It was great to see so many involved in 
Kaye’s ball skills session last Friday. The kids 
were having a ball while the adults helped 
out with a few jobs at the working bee. 

Kaye O’Kane will continue to run netball activities at 
Whitfield Recreation Reserve every Friday afternoon 
this Term. Sessions run from 4.30pm to 5.30pm. 

Everyone is invited (F-6)! 

The sessions will include ball games and netball skills. 
Feel free to come along or contact Kaye on 0409 753 
858 if you have any 
questions. 

Home Reading... 

Congratulations to these students for their commitment to reading regularly at home! 

BOOK CLUB 
One of the best gifts we can give kids is books! To continue to 
promote a love of reading, we’re reconnecting with Scholastic 
Book Club.  

We hope you had a chance to explore the catalogue together. If 
you placed an order, we’ll let you know as soon as your special 
treat arrives!  

In the meantime, ask your child about this year’s Children’s 
Book of the Year award winning books. We’ve been exploring 
them this week. 

Also, Rachel and Sarah have spent hours reorganising our 
library books.  Our bookshelves will be stocked to the brim in 
the coming weeks. Students will be able to find books by author 
or category and expand their reading diet! 

“There is more pleasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on 
Treasure Island!.” 

Walt Disney famously stated,  

50 
Nights! Taiya  Chloe Mike  

Maxwell  Bonnie  
Archie Esther Maya 

75 
Nights!
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HOT LUNCHES 
Yummo! We’ve already enjoyed two delicious meals. 
Thank you Kaye and Kate W, it’s wonderful to see the kids 
tucking into a healthy, home made meal… and you know 
you’re on a winner when they lick the plate clean! 

The cost of a hot lunch is $3/person which can be paid 
weekly or via direct deposit as a lump sum (please contact 
Pam to arrange this). 

We’ve attached an updated roster with this newsletter. 

Whitfield District Primary School 

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE 
Last week we completed our 
engagement session with Tom 
Colcott, the Learning Coordinator for Social Enterprise 
Schools. 

Tom helped us understand the difference between 
charities, businesses and social enterprises., and how 
students can develop a profitable business to address a 
social issue they are passionate about.  

We also explored some case studies from peers in our 
region… there are some very creative kids out there, our 
future is in excellent hands. 

Meet the Entrepreneur 
At the beginning of the term we met  Dom Zylka who found 
a way to take his passion for bikes and people through a 
social enterprise that benefits his community in multiple 
ways. Dom’s Social Enterprise is the Community bike hub 
which is dedicated to providing access to bicycles and 
cycling through the repair and sales of donated bikes and 
education programs.  

In June, we will meet Dr Ness Rauland, an inspirational 
social entrepreneur from Western Australia. Ness is 
passionate about our climate and is the founder of tech-
based social enterprise, ClimateClever. 

Over the next few months, we’ll have our own inspirational 
stories to share! 

NAPLAN 
We’re very proud of our Grade 3 and 5 students who 
showed commitment and persistence when completing  
their NAPLAN tests this week. 

Students will complete their mathematics test on Monday 
and any catch up tests need to be completed by Friday 20 
May… Then we CELEBRATE! 

COOKING 
Even though the Summer harvest is over, we have plenty 
of fresh local produce to  turn into tasty dishes. This week  
the roasted pumpkin risotto, chocolate balls  and apple 
crumble were a hit! 
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Whitfield District Primary School 

LIVE IN CONCERT 
Legendary performance by the one & only... 

MAGICAL MOMENTS WITH MAYA 
WOW! What a performance!  

We had no idea Maya was such a 
talented violinist. 

On Friday afternoon, Maya quietly took 
the stage to entertain us all with her 
beautiful playing. 

The kids were mesmerized as they 
watched her fingers glide 
over the fingerboard and 
listened intently to the 
music she created. 

Little Archie couldn’t have 
been more proud of his 
big sister… and neither 
could I! 

Thank you, Maya. We 
look forward to hearing 
you play at our next 
little concert! 
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Whitfield District Primary School 

‘MAMMA MIA’!!! 
Miss Feldtmann is enjoying three weeks of long service 
leave as she prepares to take the lead in the Benalla 
Performing Arts Group show, Mamma Mia.   

Every morning we have heard her beautiful voice 
floating into the corridor when she arrives… “Thank you 
for the music!”. 

Miss Feldtmann has practised for hours on end. I think 
she’s perfect for the role of Donna Sheridan! A real 
’Super Trouper’! 

We’re very proud of you and we’re looking forward to 
seeing the show. Break a leg, Dancing Queen! 

VENUE: Benalla Performing Arts Centre 

DATES: May 20, 21, 27 & 28 at 7:30pm 

May 21, 22 & 28 at  2:00pm 

Book tickets at www.bpacc.com.au or 03 5762 5515 

Note: Tickets are recommended for more mature 
audiences from 12/13 years and older. 

WELCOME, MRS PORKER 
While Miss Feldtmann is away, Mrs Porker has joined  
our team. Mrs Porker is a regular visitor to our school 
and has made a seamless start in the F-3 classroom and 
our school community. This week she has happily rolled 
up her sleeves, shovelled dirt and provided invaluable 
gardening advice! Thank you, Mrs Porker! 


