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THE WHITTY NEWS 

Issue No. 4 - April 8 2022 

WHITFIELD DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Dates to remember: 

ANZAC Day Mon 25 Apr 

First day of term 2 Tue 26 Apr 

Cooking  Tue 26 Apr 

NAPLAN (Grade 3 & 5 students only) 10-13 May 

School Council Tue 17 May 

Personal Best Athletics Wed 25 May 

IT’S A WRAP… 
Time flies - there’s no doubt about it! It’s definitely been an 
action packed term at WDPS. Thank you for welcoming and 
supporting me, and helping me learn the ropes. I am so 
very proud to be a part of the Whitfield family. 

I’d also like to extend a special thank you to our staff. It’s a 
joy to lead a team so passionate about improving outcomes 
for our students and providing exceptional educational 
experiences.  

As the term draws to an end, we say a special thank you to 
Jade Maskel (for her work supporting students in the 
classroom), Rachel Hogan (for leading our visual arts 
program) and last but not least, to Lydia Riley. Lydia has 
worked tirelessly to keep our school in tiptop shape over 
the last 28 years! We wish her all the best for her 
‘retirement’ and hope to see her smiling face in the future! 

Now it’s time to focus on family! As you all head off across 
the land, or hang out at home, stay safe and enjoy your 
time together. I can’t wait to hear your Easter Bunny stories 
when we return! Have a wonderful break! 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Following our AGM last month, we are very excited to 
introduce our 2022 school council! Ben Jenkins, Kaye 
O’Kane, Kate Gilson, Jane Andrews, Thomas Grounds, Kate 
Walsh, David Gilson and Dianne Feldtmann. Thank you to 
everyone who nominated, our future is in excellent hands! 

Congratulations to Ben Jenkins, our new President! 

Kaye O’Kane will mentor Ben and I in her role as Vice 
President, and Kate Walsh and Jane Andrews were elected 
to share the Secretary position, thank you!  

 

We welcome everyone to attend our school council 
meetings and support our work. You might even like to join 
us for a special project. You can register your skills and 
interests, or share your ideas by completing the form on 
the back page of this newsletter. 

THE GREAT SERVER INSPIRED MOVE… 
Over the last few days, our 4-6 students have explored a 
day in the life of a removalist! They’ve done a great job 
helping us pack up our classroom furniture and resources 
and move into the library. We’ve already had some 
plumbing and electrical works completed to create a home 
for the new server (the F-3 kids were quite surprised when 
they saw the staff toilet walking down the hallway)!  

Jamie Keith will be working his magic next week, followed 
by a paint refresh and the long awaited new carpet for the 
4-6 area. We’re looking forward to settling into our new 
spaces and enjoying all our new books. We’ll share some 
before and after photos in our next addition, perhaps we 
can have a game of Spot the Difference...sssss! 
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Whitfield District Primary School 

THUMBS UP! My Thumbs are up this week for Inanay, Liam and Sylvie. They’ve all 

showed wonderful examples of school value, honesty, this term, thank you!  

Home Reading... 

Lars Bonnie Inanay Ruby Grace Archie 

Ivy Elsey Johann Aroha Maya Sylvie 

Melodee Mike Reuben Nina Esther    Liam    Joah 

Liam: For being curious! You are open and honest about 

your learning and ask interesting questions to nudge your 

learning forward. And we love the daily shoe adventure 

(and the suave new haircut)! 

Inanay: For being an honest and 

supportive friend. You are extremely 

thoughtful and offer advice to others to 

help them achieve success. 

I also loved hearing your natter on our way 

to and from  Melbourne! Oh the things I 

learned… let me just say there are going to 

be some very interesting career options, 

cars and family dynamics in the future 

(and a whole lot of grandchildren for Kate 

and David)! 

Sylvie: For thinking about others and listening to their 

ideas. You seek an adult's advice when needed and help 

your friends understand each other's thoughts and 

feelings.  You were also one brave little cookie when you 

decided to do a superwoman slide across the basketball 

court! 

“When I say to a parent, "read to a child", I don't want it to sound 
like medicine. I want it to sound like chocolate.” 

― Mem Fox 

 

50 
Nights!

25 
Nights!

Congratulations to these students for their commitment to reading at home! 

The holidays are a wonderful time to kick back, relax and enjoy a good book.  

We look forward to hearing about your book adventures when you get back! 
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Whitfield District Primary School 

Community Voice... 

Your Jamboard reflections: 

Thank you to everyone who has added to our Jamboard or the anchor charts we shared at our Family Picnic. We’d love to make 

sure everyone has the opportunity to share so we’ve also included a note for your feedback on the last page of this newsletter.  

PLEASE COME AND HELP US 
We’ve still been working hard to try and beat the weeds in all our garden beds and we’ve been 
collecting more sticks and branches for the burning pile BUT WE STILL NEED MORE HANDS! 
Are you able to pop in to help us keep on top of things? If you have a spare fifteen minutes we’d 
love your support… you don’t need any tools or specialist knowledge. We can show you what to do! 

GREEN THUMBS NEEDED 
We need hands in the school gardens! Come in any time you have spare. It can be 
during school, after school or even on the weekend. The students have been 
working hard in the garden beds each week: weeding, harvesting and planting, 
but we can certainly use your help and expertise. 
Thank you, Elsey 
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Whitfield District Primary School 

Grade 4-6 Adventures... 
Our Grade 4-6 students have had a ball lately, engaging in exceptional extraordinary educational experiences. Some students 
headed off to Somers Camp, some went over to 15 Mile Creek to create art with Mark Bongers, some participated in a Mystery 
Box cooking challenge with Rachel and some headed to Melbourne with Sarah and I to enjoy the Melbourne International 
Flower and Garden Show. These are their reflections... 

Somers 
A few highlights from my amazing time at Somers... 

Somers was awesomely amazing! I was in hut 5, group 5, 

number 7. Inanay and Aroha were in my hut too. We did 5 

activities each day, luckily the weather was pretty good. 

One of my favourite activities was the challenge swing. It is 

a huge 18.5 metre high pulley swing. You could choose how 

high to go. I went to the top. I also loved the flying fox. It 

was really big and I got 4 goes.  

Another activity was high-ropes. It was a 2-hour session. 

There were lots of ways to go. I went the longer way.  

In Environmental Studies we went beachcombing. Our 

group found a few cuttlefish bones with bite marks, and we 

worked out what had attacked it. In surfing, our group was 

lucky because we got the biggest surf all week. But the 

waves weren’t really very big. 

After dinner we had night activities, sometimes we went 

down to the beach. A girl in our group had her birthday 

during camp. We sang happy birthday in assembly. We sang 

a lot of songs in assembly. All the teachers were really good 

at the guitar. Throughout camp we had 2 concerts, one we 

watched groups 1,2,7,8 and one we acted. I was in one of 

the plays. It was called ‘The Party’. 

Sadly, on Saturday we did a rapid antigen test and group 8 

was sent home. I didn’t want to leave camp, even though 

we had been there for 9 days. Somers was awesome!   

By Ruby 

Somers Camp! 
I got into the car. Mum turned down the driveway and we 
headed for Wangaratta! 

We got to Apex Park at 7:23am. There were so many people!  

We waited for 15 minutes before they called out, “Group 5 
and 6 follow me!” 

We walked to a bus and gave our luggage to the driver. We 
said our goodbyes and hopped on the bus. We waited a bit 
then headed for the highway. I was going to SOMERS CAMP! 

We arrived at Somers at 2:30pm. We sat down and learned 
who was in our group. I was in a group of 12 with Ruby and 
Aroha from school and Amalie, Kira, Megan, Magnolia, 
Charlotte, Evie, Lennie, Harlow and Elkie from different 
schools. 

We went to our cabin and got to know each other. The next 
day we got into our activities. There were so many, almost all 
of them were fun! Some of my favourite activities were 
Archery, surfing, flying fox and high ropes. On the higher 
ropes I found it pretty easy but there was one place that I fell 
off. When you fell you only fell about 30cm. 

Some other activities were boating, orienteering, 
Environmental tudies, Library and art. My favourite activity 
was the challenge swing. You got pulled up as high as you 
wanted (the maximum height was18.5m). I went to the top. 
When you got to your chosen height you pulled a release cord 
and swung through the air! The first time I did it my stomach 
felt like it went out my mouth! I had three goes! 

We had evening activities—Disco, night hike, beach walk, 
bush dance and camp fire on the last night of camp! All their 
food was good. 

On the bus home we stopped for lunch. In the girls toilet 
there was a snake, our teacher watched it and told us to go 
in! 

When I got home I was so tired and happy. 

By Inanay 

New Tables and New Books 
Recently, in our new room we have been getting brand new 
books! We have been giving away some of our old books to 
charity. We are so exited for the new changes! If you don’t 
know what we are talking about go to Aroha’s article about 
the school room changes. Have a good read through the next 
sentence. 

We have got new tables for our recess and lunch, they have 
metal seats and are located next to the shaded area. 

By Ivy and Krystal 

Room Change 
We moved rooms and we did some work it was fun, and it 
was amazing. 

It is coming well, and I done some work because the room is 
bigger. Its older in the old library room. We got all the stuff 
out of the room and moved tables chars and books pens 
texters and because we got stuff off the walls take to our 
new classroom and hang them up.  

By Aroha  
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Whitfield District Primary School 

The Garden Show 
When we (Tammy, Amaya, Millan, Inanay, Nina and Elsey) were driving home from the garden show in Melbourne we had 
McDonald’s for dinner. After half an hour, we saw a little blue and red light flashing in the sky and flying very fast. So we 
started singing made up versions of the Wheels on the Bus… Do you want to hear them? We’ll sing them to you. 

“The UFO in the sky goes what is that? What is that? What is that? …. All the way to school. 

The kids in the car go UFO in the sky, UFO in the sky, UFO in the sky… Never to been seen again!” 

By Elsey and Nina 

Cooking 
In cooking, we made 

wedges, muffins, 

Sheppard’s pie and pasta 

pots. I liked the wedges 

and muffins. Lars, Johann 

and Kody were in a group 

together making wedges. 

Tobias was with Joah and 

they made Sheppard’s Pie 

with Michelle.   

By Kody and Tobias 

The Amazing Flower and Garden Show! 
Last Wednesday the 4 to 6s went the flower and garden show. We had 

to get to school at 7:30am and leave at 7:45am. We went on the 

minibus to Seymour while some students went in a car to Seymour. 

Then we got on two trains, one took us to North Melbourne, the other 

took us to Parliament station,  then we walked to the Melbourne 

flower show. 

First thing we did was planting lettuce and we looked at bees and we 

had to spot the queen bee. We tried to find Dylan Allcot but we could 

not unfortunately. Then we went into a giant hall and there was cool 

gardens and crystals.  

After that we played totem tennis and took turns. Then we went to a 

place called Beyond blue and some people played giant snakes and 

ladders. Then we looked at some pumpkins. Some were huge, some 

were weird shaped and some were pretty small. Then we looked at 

cacti, some where fluffy and some were spikey. 

After that we went back on the train to Seymour. Then we hopped on 

the mini bus with Sarah driving, to a place near Glenrowan where we 

got dinner. Then we caught the mini bus again and got 

back to school at 8.30pm. It was a great day! 

By Joah and Joahann (the JJs) 



6  

Whitfield District Primary School 

Mini Concert... Our Amazing Music! 
In music this term we are practicing the songs Eleanor Rigby and Lime in the 

Coconut. The older kids will perform the two songs for the teachers and F-3 

class on Thursday the 7th April . The F-3 class will also perform their songs 

which are Three Little Fishes, Black Socks, Donkeys Love Carrots, Yellow 

Submarine and Coming Around the Mountain. The 4-6 class has been 

practising guitar for this term to play our songs. 

Joke: Why can’t you open a piano? Because the keys are inside! 

By Lars and Rueben 

WOW! 
What a mesmerising performance we had 

this afternoon. Congratulations to Fen 

and her little protégés! You’ve learned so 

much in such a short time. Now that 

you’ve all had a taste of performance, 

let’s take your work to the community 

next term! 

Families, you’ll be able to view footage of 

the concert next term. Stay tuned for 

more details! 
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Community Voice... 
Thank you to everyone who has already added ideas to our jamboard or the anchor charts we shared at 

our Family Picnic. We’d love to make sure everyone has the opportunity to share so please take a 

moment to list your ideas below. Also, we’d love to know your preferred method of communication. 

Would you like your newsletter in digital form, hard copy or both? 

Name: 

Newsletter preference: Please circle 

Hard copy Digital copy Both 

Preferred email (if this is different to our current records, or you would like to add family/friends to our 

newsletter mailing list). 

What are your skills/interests? Please add your name to the bubbles below 

(Can you ski or 

Jess 
Jane 
Sabine 
Kate W 

Ben J 
Petra 
Kerrin 
Jess 

John P 

Ben J 
Jess 
Kate W 

Kerrin 

Petra (ski) 

Jess 
Sabine 
Jane 
Kate W 

Ben J 

John P 
Kate W 

Jess 
Kate W 

1. What do you love about our 

school? What are you proud of? 

What do you want to continue? 

2. What do you think we could 

strengthen or improve? 

3. Do you have any questions, 

wonderings or other ideas? 

What are your thoughts... 


